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T, HRE, RERKIEF #McToo ik 5 A b H &R, XAHES T
Ln 3R BB H ZXFEALES, BT —AFEANG REREXL
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RENIR B I I, FLie HahFo B F2 69 R B

R EEM 2014 FHMA (XENANEERER) —BPIAA,
LN HFEEE— T "BHRETHESE A" (proto-liberal democratic
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WHER, EANERERTAEEHRIKBAIES. MFHABNEEL
BRI,

HIRE/LUBSFAHNAFERENAS, ULBHEIRIBIERIKE,
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mREEN, FHRENIWOER, —HOoRHSENEFE, Z—H0=2
BAREHE, BAESEHERRENA. MINEREIMNY “ELR 7,
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EHAEMABEAES, »

MARLET B EMEMIABBNNARE, NHLIEPAR, 8 —FDE
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KREERSHENFT —— ERERARMSHNER —— REZALE,
FrEBHERNRENERERT —MBCEMNE, B “BX", EXRE
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INTERVIEWS KN
Imagining a China Without the Communist Party (Part I)
Guoguang Wu / Tiancheng Wang

Today, the vast majority of people in the world live without the rule of the
Chinese Communist Party or any other form of political autocracy,” said
Professor Wu Guoguang, a Senior Research Scholar at the Center on China’s
Economy and Institutions at Stanford University. This renowned Chinese political
scientist has recently been emphasizing the need to envision a post-Communist
China. The importance of this question is self-evident.

Why is it necessary to highlight this potential direction for China’s political
future? Why is the Chinese Communist system unsustainable? Why did the actual
end of post-Mao reforms come earlier than many people imagined? How should
we understand the nostalgia some now express for the Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao
eras? Do China’s current economic difficulties prove that the “China model”
is unsustainable? Why is it that popular uprisings leading to elite-led political
change may be a likely path of transformation in China? How should we view the
concern— often shaped by official propaganda—that democratization could result
in economic slowdown and national instability?

On these pressing questions, China Journal of Democracy editor Wang Tiancheng
conducted an in-depth interview with Professor Wu Guoguang, resulting in the
following wide-ranging conversation.For many people, imagining a China without

the Communist Party seems difficult — this state of thinking needs to change.
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Searching for Shadows in the Gloom: Memory, Transformation, and Hope in
the Chinese Democracy Movement

Jean-Philippe Béja / Kun Zhang

“From the May Fourth Movement to the 1989 Democracy Movement, each wave
of political activism has carried the aspirations for freedom and institutional
reform, yet each has been interrupted or thwarted at some point,” lamented
Professor Jean-Philippe Béja, the renowned French sinologist. Béja began
studying Chinese in 1967 and has now engaged with Chinese society for over
fifty years. His research spans modern and contemporary Chinese history,
migration, political movements, and civil society, with a particular focus on the
evolution of social movements in China.

At the request of China Journal of Democracy, Zhang Kun, a historian based in
Paris, conducted this interview with Professor Béja. The conversation begins with
Béja’s academic journey and explores the trajectory of Chinese democracy since
the May Fourth Movement, the rise and setbacks of civil society, and today’s

climate of “shadow resistance,” revealing the political echoes of an era.

Data-Centric Authoritarianism and the Digital Future of Democracy

Valentin Weber / Liu He

The Chinese Communist Party is harnessing cutting-edge technologies—such
as artificial intelligence surveillance, neurotechnology, quantum computing,
and digital currency —to construct a model of data-centric authoritarianism that
enables comprehensive control over society. Even more concerning is that these
emerging technologies are being exported globally by the CCP, posing a growing

threat to democratic values and human rights worldwide.
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Dr. Valentin Weber is a leading scholar in the study of this critical issue, having
long tracked the development and international diffusion of China’s model of
digital authoritarianism. His concept of “data-centric authoritarianism” precisely
captures the new operational features of contemporary authoritarian regimes.

Commissioned by China Journal of Democracy, Mr. He Liu, a Research Fellow
at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, conducted this interview with Dr.
Weber. The conversation centers on Dr. Weber’s latest major report, Data-Centric
Authoritarianism: How China’s Development of Frontier Technologies Could

Globalize Repression.

CONVERSATION |
An Inevitable Issue: Modes of Democratic Transition and Choices of
Transitional Justice

Mab Huang, Timothy Longman, Kuide Chen, Fengsuo Zhou, Chaohua Wang,
Chongyi Feng

When a country begins its democratic transition, one of the most complex and
challenging issues it must confront is how to address the grave human rights
violations committed by the former authoritarian regime —crimes such as
massacres, torture, and enforced disappearances. China will face this issue as well
when it eventually ends authoritarian rule and moves toward democracy.

Looking at the experiences of other countries, a crucial factor in determining
whether dictators and perpetrators of serious human rights abuses—such as police
and military personnel —are prosecuted is the mode of transition. If the transition
is initiated and led relatively voluntarily by those in power, prosecutions are
usually unlikely. But if the transition occurs as a result of the authoritarian regime

being overthrown, then trials often become unavoidable.
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This conclusion was drawn by Samuel Huntington in The Third Wave. Chinese
dissident scholar Tiancheng Wang, in his book The Grand Transition, has
reached the same view through his research. Of course, even in the absence
of prosecutions and trials, other forms of transitional justice—such as truth
commissions, bans on holding elected or official positions, and compensation for
victims —remain viable and meaningful options.

In cases where the transition is initiated and led by those in power, is the decision
to forgo prosecutions and trials justifiable? Does it violate principles of justice?
What is the most likely mode of democratic transition in China, based on current
circumstances? Given different scenarios, what forms of transitional justice
should be adopted? Why should accountability be limited to a small number of
individuals responsible for grave human rights abuses, rather than extended to all
personnel who worked under the authoritarian regime?

To explore these questions, China Journal of Democracy invited six experts and
activists—Mab Huang, Timothy Longman, Kuide Chen, Fengsuo Zhou, Chaohua

Wang, and Chongyi Feng —for a roundtable discussion.

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
A Brief Discussion on the Issue of Transitional Justice in Future China

Ping Hu

The way transitional justice is carried out in China in the future will largely
depend on how the country undergoes its democratic transition. If the transition
is peaceful, then transitional justice will likely follow a path of truth and
reconciliation. This would involve implementing freedom of speech, releasing
prisoners of conscience, abolishing blacklists, redressing wrongful convictions,

restoring historical truth, compensating victims of persecution, acknowledging
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and forgiving the responsibility of oppressors, opening political archives,
establishing mechanisms to prevent future human rights violations, removing
symbols of tyranny, building memorials, and conducting economic accountability.
Economic accountability is a particularly distinctive issue in China’s case. Because
China implemented economic reforms without accompanying political reform—and
carried out privatization without public participation—this process inevitably became
one of elite privatization. Therefore, transitional justice in a future democratic China
must also address the unjust wealth accumulated by the privileged elite.

Finally, the article emphasizes that both democratic transition and transitional
justice are processes that cannot be accomplished overnight. Priorities must be
set carefully, with freedom of speech and the release of prisoners of conscience

taking precedence.

SOCIETY AND POLITICS I
After Civil Society: The Ephemeral Rise of Anti-Statist Alliances
Chun Chen

After 2012, the Chinese authorities launched a crackdown on the previously
active forces of civil society, leading to a steady decline in China’s civic
movements. However, leftist activists—who had long remained outside the
public and mainstream media spotlight—did not cease their activities. By the
end of 2017, they reemerged in the protest arena with a renewed presence. At the
same time, the anti-sexual harassment movement, marked by the rise of #MeToo,
rapidly spread across various sectors of Chinese society.

These two emerging forces—Ileftist activists and the #MeToo movement—began
to converge with liberal thinkers still searching for a path forward, giving rise

to a short-lived “anti-statist alliance” based on mutual support and solidarity.
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Unfortunately, this alliance was fleeting and soon fractured, leading to internal
splits and disavowals.

This article does not aim to analyze previous civil society movements, but rather
to explore the conditions that led to the formation of the “anti-statist alliance,” its

theoretical foundations, and the reasons behind its practical setbacks.

An Assessment of Xi Jinping’s Power: Institutional Power Expansion and the
Crisis of Extra-Institutional Authority

Yuwen Deng

This article assesses Xi Jinping’s power structure, highlighting the unprecedented
centralization of institutional power under his rule. This consolidation has
been achieved through the “General Secretary + Chairman of the Central
Military Commission” framework, the anti-corruption campaign, ideological
reconstruction, and the military’s absolute loyalty to him.

However, the article also stresses that Xi lacks substantial non-institutional
authority. Unlike Mao, he has no founding legacy; unlike Deng, he has no
record of reform achievements. Without the support of notable political
accomplishments, Xi’s dominance is largely based on fear rather than genuine
respect, both within the Party and in broader society.

In an attempt to compensate for this weakness, Xi has pursued ideological
tightening and institutional control. Yet, controversial policies and the absence of
a succession plan have introduced new risks to regime stability. Particularly under
mounting pressures such as economic downturn, U.S.—China tensions, and the
Taiwan issue, the imbalance between Xi’s power and his authority poses a critical

vulnerability for the future of his rule.

207



Through Fragments and Smoke: Reflections on the Study and Teaching of
Contemporary China
Yi-chun Tao

Fieldwork and academic exchange within China have become increasingly
difficult in recent years, raising concerns about the future of China-focused
research and teaching. Yet, many scholars who once produced substantial research
when field access and academic exchange were more open now express surprise
at recent developments in China. This suggests the presence of fragmented “field
data” and the distorting effects of “exchange smoke screens.”

For decades, however, some research has not relied heavily on fieldwork
or academic exchange and has therefore been less prone to misjudgment
or misrepresentation. Grounded in theoretical frameworks and empirical
observations, this body of work has focused on understanding the continuity of
the system. Conducted in relatively open and information-rich environments,
such research has fostered a shared scholarly awareness and sense of community,

offering important insights for the future direction of China studies and pedagogy.

DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION I
Fifteen Truth Commissions--1974 to 1994: A Comparative Study (Part I)
Priscilla B. Hayner

Translated by Xiaoyi Yan

“Truth Commissions” have been a topic of great interest among intellectuals and
activists in China within discussions on transitional justice, but there remains a
lack of understanding about how these commissions operate and are applied in

other countries undergoing transitions.
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In this research report, Priscilla B. Hayner compares 15 truth commissions
established by 13 countries between 1974 and 1994. Although written in the
1990s, the report still helps address gaps and shortages in knowledge on this
subject.

The original article was first published in Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 4
(Nov. 1994), pp. 597-655.

NOTES | K
Global Democracy and Human Rights Events

Zhengping Mi
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